The prophylactic effects of artemether against Schistosoma japonicum infections.
The fight against schistosomiasis in China has been very effective in reducing the number of infections across the country. However, the drug of choice, praziquantel, has no prophylactic effect, which reduces its efficacy in high transmission areas. This situation has prompted efforts to find prophylactic compounds, the most promising of which is the drug artemether. In this article, Xiao Shuhua, Mark Booth and Marcel Tanner review the results of laboratory tests and field trials of artemether against schistosomiasis in China.